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mirth. Masquerading processions are com-
mon ; and the principal actors in the Car-
nival, disguise themselves as elephants,
tigers, goddesses, or Rajahs, as fancy may
decide, all dancing, singing, playing, and
fencing vigorously together, without the
least reference to assumed character. They
delight also in playing personal tricks, si-
milar to those common on our " All-fool's
day," deceiving their simple-minded com-
panions, with false messages and news.
The evenings are devoted to natches, jug-
gling, and fireworks; but it is considered
most particularly jocose, to throw handsful
of a red ^powder, called " Abir/'* over one
another, as an imitation of vernal flowers.
This, the most mischievous mix with alum
and oil, and sprinkle on their neighbours'
clothes, to the great injury of the said ap-
parel. The lord of misrule alone reigns

* Cinnabar. A somewhat similar custom, accord-
ing to Mr. Southey, exists in Portugal, on the Sun-
day and Monday preceding Lent, of throwing water
overs and in the face of passengers.